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Medical marijuana
advocate: Pot raid
'‘armed robbery'

Christopher Behnar.
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Uncertainty in Michigan's medical marijuana
law allows drug enforcement teams to
"commit armed robbery" of medical
marijuana dispensaries, said the Rev. Steve
Thompson, head of the Michigan chapter of
the National Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws.

While unfamiliar with the March 2 raid of
the Marshall Alternatives medical marijuana
dispensary in Handy Township, Thompson
said the raid and its authorization were s
ymptomatic of a vague state law which he
said does not protect the rights of

approved medical marijuana users and
caregivers.

An undisclosed amount of marijuana and
as much as $15,000 worth of property was
seized during the raid of the Handy
dispensary, according to Denise Pollicella,
business attorney for Marshall Alternatives
owner Christi Marshall.

"What that boils down to is armed robbery,"

Thompson said.

"You do have rogue law enforcement out
there, and obviously, this is one of them
that pulled this stunt. It would be wonderful
if they were going after real drug users," he
added.

Thompson said the definition of
"dispensary" - aterm that doesn't appear
in the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act - is
causing problems for operations like
Marshall Alternatives. The law doesn't say
whether such operations are legal.

He said medical marijuana dispensaries
have become easy prey for Michigan drug
enforcement teams due to such ambiguities
within the 2008 law, approved by voters at
the ballot box in November of that year.

State forfeiture rules say a portion of funds
acquired in raids are to go back into drug
team operations. Thompson said those
rules are allowing illegal seizures of
medical marijuana.
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Livingston and Washtenaw Narcotics
Enforcement Team Detective Lt. Philip
Menna disagreed.

Menna said there is no "overkill" in raiding
medical marijuana facilities suspected of
illegal activity.

"We're not targeting marijuana

dispensaries. What we do or who we seek

charges on is strictly on whose violating the
law," he said. "If it's a dispensary, then so

be it."

Thompson said plenty of people are
abusing the marijuana act for financial
gain, but that state lawmakers, courts and
prosecutors are letting their opposition to
marijuana use in general conflict with their
judgment.

That conflicts with the will of Michiganders,
Thompson added, more than 60 percent
of whom approved a referendum to
decriminalize marijuana for approved
medical use.

"They have their personal
cannabis, and therefore,
with their professionalism,"

opinion about
they let it interfere
he said.

Pollicella said her client has followed the
letter of the law, which states caregivers
can grow up to 12 plants per patient for a
maximum of five patients, and have a
maximum of 2.5 ounces of marijuana on
hand for each patient.

Police and the prosecutor's office maintain
there was illegal activity at the location, a

Ithough charges had been filed as of
Mgnday. Menna, of LAWNET, has said
police believe there were violations of the
law at the dispensary, but so far, police
have not specified what violations may have
been found.

Livingston County Prosecutor David Morse
said the majority of Michigan-based court
rulings have found abuses of the statute on
the part of medical marijuana users and
caregivers.

Morse said his decision whether to seek
charges against Marshall, too, will be
based in part on court cases in other parts
of the state.

"Every opinion of the Michigan Court of
Appeals regarding Michigan's Medical
Marihuana Act has affirmed the decision of
the prosecuting attorney that the
defendants were in violation of the MMMA,
despite vociferous claims to the contrary.
My decisions in this case, as they are in
every case, will be guided by the law as
established by Michigan's courts," he said.
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Morse said Monday his office is awaiting
results of laboratory tests of the material
seized at the Handy facility "to determine
if, in fact, it is marijuana" before deciding
whether to file charges.

Thompson said treatment of medical
marijuana users and caregivers varies
across the state. He said officials in the
Traverse City area have been open to
working with responsible card-holding
users and caregivers.

He runs a medical marijuana dispensary in
a church in Benzie County west of Traverse
City. He said he presented the county
sheriff and county commissioners with a
business plan, and that no one enters the
locked door without proof of holding a
state card.

Caregivers are Charged a $25 fee to set up
shop, approved users pick their products,
and a snack bar is available.

"We treat it like a farmers market. Basically,
it's a locked private club," Thompson said.

The American Civil Liberties Union of
Michigan has spoken out in favor of
medical marijuana users and caregivers in
a handful of related court cases. This
month, the ACLU spoke out in support of
Larry King, an Owosso man who the
organization said holds a medical
marijuana card but faces felony drug
Chargesfor growing the plant outside.

Thompson said he expects such legal
disputes to ensue for years to come unless

the state law is better clarified.

The. ACLU was I[1naware of the Handy
Township raid, said spokeswoman Rana
Elmir.

"It's far too premature for us to comment
on this developing situation. The ACLU's
priority is to ensure that patients and
caregivers are able to use and cultivate
medical marijuana in accordance with state
law without interference," Elmir said.

Contact Daily Press & Argus reporter
Christopher Behnan at (517) 548-7108 or

at cbehnan@gannett.com.

LAWNET disputes claim of 24
officers at pot raid

By Christopher Sehnar:

Daily Press & !"-rgus

'Nowhere near 2.1" drug enforcemem officers raldea
a Handy township marijuana dispensary ~Jiarct2
and none carried automat!c vJeapons, said
Livingston and Washtenaw Narcotics Enforcemen~
Team Detective L: P:liip Menna on Vionday

An attorney for Ma"shali Al~ernatives medica!
marijuana dispensary owner Chnsti Mal!'shall eariier
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desc~;oecl "[he raia sayirg 20"-24 officers vvearir;g ski
'.asks arrived j, six jlack SUVs tha', day. calryir.~
‘1Jv~athe attorney described as autorr:acic \:veapons
s.r'd rs.:deCthe facility "SWA.T-style.'
rVienna \'vou~dn:: 9rovice the exact number of
officers wnc responded, but said Marshall business
attc~ney Denise Pollicella's number was highly
exaggeratec.
'1'1\)edie net have 2L- people there. )~\:vas nOlfJhere
near 2411 Menna sai-d.
'INo, vife didr.:t have automatic \'veapons . he added.
wvlenna said the ;viarch 2
rsic vvcuidn'i 02 co:~sjder~;(j sitLation
i~Othe kine c~i'8SDOnSe :ioiHc2lla cO:lte:1oed
~0:JK:lia.:e
\Mlen,-:2 vvcu:c:n:'~ say vii'~a: <~Coof \;ei-lic.es Gf'~ICeiS
arr;vec; it or \vha't v,:iea;Jor:s ;-ac on then~, cit:ng
the u:~~ie.rc(\fe~-nature ,)TLAVVN~~ c:eratlons. ~e
S8.ICj~-~gtear-;-: Qf-~icei-s put on rrasKs lo con;:ea:
el :0:" t'1eir \Nivn safety 2tdS
°c;.)ce~ia vvasr:t at t~le raid. but saic .ler cHents
J~ovidec: t:-:e jesc:ipton she gave ~ot~e Daily Pl-ess
& .Argus. She saic she contlnues tc speak for
Marsha!l.
Poliicelia also represents Greg Jonnscn, owr.er of
Happy Harvesteis Hyd~oponlcs nex~doo; to
Marshall Alternatives. Johnson sale "a solid 20"
officers ,aided the dispensary.
He said severa! ponce vehicles. (nc;udi:g a alack
oickup truck and a maroon van. 'jere on site dljring
he ~aid. ~e said officers aiso ~aided his business,
2nd trat at :east one officer INas ar:Yled wvith 2 pisto!
Dr some kirc
A Jthorites  sajd JO(;:lson V\;as oniy asked questior.s
abo:..;~~e dis98:-:sar, rext joor a~citha: hls
~r()[erty ‘-~V2S::'-ajdf:C
Co~:~ac: ;;aHy :::~2sss; Ai~F_IS:epo:--:er Chrlstoprer
S-Shr..c:12~(517\ 548-/~C8 a:' a:~bef'ir;2r:@;;2.nnett.
cor,.
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